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By Professor Dr. Christo Tsekov Tsekav,

OPINION

Clinic of Neurosurgery, Tokuda Hospital, . senet 180 \‘0@5.«”\0 204 ¢

Acibadem City Clinic, Sofia :

Subject: Competition for the academic position of Associate Professor in the field of higher education
area 7. Healthcare and Sports, professional field 7.1 Medicine, scientific specialty Neurosurgery, for
the needs of Burgas State University “Prof. Dr. Assen Zlatarov”, Burgas

_ Numhér of candidates: one

Candidate: Dr. Deyan Dimitrov Handzhiev, PhD, neucosurgeon'.ét”t'he Clinic of Neurosurgery, St. Anna
University Hospital EAD, Varna :

The competition was announced in State Gazette No. 42/43 dated 23.05.2025.

The scientific jury was approved by Order No. RD 265 of 23.07.2025 of the Rector of Burgas State

~ University “prof Dr. Assen Zlatarov”. All requirements and deadlines under the Act for the
- Development of the Academic staff in the Republic of Bulgaria (ADASRB) and the University

Regulations for the Development of the Academic Staff at Burgas State University “Prof. Dr. Assen
Zlatarov” have been duly observed. The documents and evidence submitted by the candidate have

pr Deyan Dimitrov Handzhiev was born in 1973 in the town of Dobrich, where he completed his

secondary education at the Lany High School in his hometown. He obtained his higher medical
education in Varna, graduating with a master’s degree from the Medical University “Paraskev

~ Stoyanov”.

He began his professional career at the Emergency Medical Care Center in Dobrich, and was

subsequently appointed to the Department of Neurosurgery in Dobrich. Later, after successfully

passing a competition, he continued his professional work at the Clinic of Neurosurgery at St. Anna

‘University Hospital in Varna and at St. Marina University Hospital in Varna.

1n 2008, he obtained a speciai_t_vi_iwﬂéumsurgew. In 2013, he earned a master’s degree in Health
Management. At the same time, he servesasa National Neurosurgery Consultant for the

- Northeastern region of Bulgaria.

in 2015, he successfully defended his doctoral dissertation on the tdpic “Angiogenesis in Glial Bmiﬁ i
Tumors” and was awarded the degree Doctor of Medicine {PhD). In his dissertation, he examined for

the first time in Bulgaria the growth factors VEGF and bFGF in patients with brain tumors. The studied

mwmgmmwmgnmﬂt number of patients — 96 cases.

A nonlinear regréssion mathematical model was developed describing the relationship between the

~jevels of the mentioned growth factors and the ife expectancy of patients with multiform

ioblastoma. For the first time in Bulgaria, the concentration of growth factors was compared
_between benign and malignant tumors, and the resuits were analyzed across three main tumor

~ groups: A complex angiogenic analysis was carried out, including plasma and cerebrospinal fluid
L j‘@ss’e,ssr‘yjientbf growth factors in patients with brain tumo?s-&_n‘d healthy controls. e

in addition to the dissertation; Dr. Handzhiev presented to the jury an extensive body of scientific

work. He submitted 62 publications, cited in 31 publications in Bulgaria and abroad, a published

ri\onograph-based_en his doctoral dissertation, and two chapters published in the Textbook of

~ Neurosurgery issued last year.




He has published in a number of aumontatwe Bulgarian and intematmml purnats, including Joumal .
of Clinical Neuroscience, Journal of IMAB, Journal of Neurological Smrgery A: Central European
- Neurosurgery, and Archives of the Balkan Medical Union, all with high impact factors.

He has completed numefous specializations both in Bulgana and abroad — in Sofia, Istanbul
Budapest Kohlen -aﬂd Nlcosia

delivenng tectéres, pracucal exercises, and seminars for students and residents.

rAz:eordirg ta me evaluatmn critena tab!e under the Regu*atmns of Butgas State University "Prof Dr.

Dr Deyan Handzhiev is a highly qualcﬁed neurosurgeon respected by hss colleagues and esteemed hv
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